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ACME grupė 
Adax 
Arginta
AVIVA Lietuva 
BaltCap 
Baltic Champs Group 
Baltisches Haus 
BDO auditas ir apskaita 
Berlin Chemie Menarini Baltic 
Bigso
BOD group 
Būsto projektai 
Coca-Cola HBC Lietuva 
Danpower Baltic 
Daumantai 
Devold AMT 
DFDS Seaways 
Dojus agro
Dolomitas 
Domasta 
Dr. Bronislovo Lubio vardo 
labdaros ir paramos fondas
ECE Projektmanagement Vilnius 
Eiginta 
Ekskomisarų biuras 
ERGO Insurance SE Lietuvos filialas
Eurobiuras 
EVRC 
Freda 
Fresenius Kabi Baltics 
Gintarinė vaistinė 
Girteka Logistics 

Hanner 
Hegelmann Rental 
YIT Kausta 
INTER RAO Lietuva 
Intersurgical 
Invalda INVL 
Invalda privatus kapitalas 
Kaišiadorių smulkaus ir vidutinio 
verslo asociacija
Kaminera 
Kauno tiltai 
Klaipėdos baldai 
Klaipėdos maistas
Koncernas MG Baltic 
Kretingos grūdai 
KS Investicija 
Lankava 
Lietuvos aludarių gildija
Lietuvos gyvybės draudimo 
įmonių asociacija
Lietuvos keliai asociacija
Lifosa 
Limarko 
Linas Agro 
Lytagra 
LW group 
Mars Lietuva 
Maxima LT 
Mediato 
Milsa 
Morita 
Nacionalinė gydymo įstaigų 
asociacija

Thank you for your 
investment in 2018

Government did not give 
people their freedom and it 
does not have any right to 
take it away. The Lithuanian 
Free Market Institute has a 
valuable, pragmatic and 
strategic attitude towards 
daily tasks. We support 
initiatives that expand hu-
man freedom and oppose 
governmental actions that 
restrict it. It is important 
to realize that freedom 
is not just a word but an 
opportunity to create, 
improve one‘s personality, 
work without interference, 
plan and extend business. 
The Institute does not have 
ties to any political parties 
or business companies. 
Freedom and personal res-
ponsibility are the highest 
values and argumentati-
on is the main weapon to 
defend them. We do not 
need the government‘s 
invitation to

We support initiatives that expand human freedom 
and oppose governmental actions that restrict it. It 
is important to realize that freedom is not just a word 
but an opportunity to create, improve one‘s persona-
lity, work without interference, plan and extend busi-
ness.

Nemuno banga 
Nemuno vaistinė 
Nordic Sugar Kėdainiai 
Olifėja 
P. Varkojis ir kompanija 
Panevėžio statybos trestas 
Ryterna 
Ruvera 
Sakuona
Salda 
SEB gyvybės draudimas 
Serfas 
Siemens Osakeyhtio Lietuvos 
filialas
Silberauto
Skogran
Skuba 
SMS-Eligita 
Smurfit Kappa Baltic 
Somlita 
Sparnai svajonei paramos 
fondas
Stigma 
Švytis 
Transekspedicija 
Viking Malt 
Vilniaus prekyba 
Vilnoja visuomeninė organizacija
Viltis-Vikonda labdaros ir 
paramos fondas
Volfas Engelman 

negotiate. If freedom is in 
danger, we will invade the 
conversation without being 
invited.

The work of the Institute 
is aimed at reaching this 
goal. Our program, "Go-
vernment watch" indicates 
threats to freedom that are 
presented as legislation. 
We identify harmful draft 
laws in early stages and 
take action to decontami-
nate them, drawing the pu-
blic‘s attention and making 
the government forego its 
actions. We filtered about 
500 legislation proposals 
in the year 2018, and pre-
sented arguments and 
prepositions how to solve 
problems efficiently and 
without any side effects.

Žilvinas Šilėnas 
PRESIDENT OF LITHUANIAN FREE 
MARKET INSTITUTE

We would also like to express our gratitude to 59 individual donors for the allocation of two per cent of 
their personal income tax to LFMI.

Atlas Network
Erasmus+ beneficial solution. In the 

year 2018, with our partners 
in Estonia, Poland, Bulgaria, 
the Czech Republic, and 
Slovakia, we established the 
Employment Flexibility Index 
for OECD and EU countries. 
We analyzed public com-
panies‘ DNA and showed 
that, in many cases, there 
is no objective basis for the 
creation of public compa-
nies by the government.

Finally, Education Centre 
engages in investing in 
youth‘s mind and economic 
perception. After the book 
"Economics in 31 Hours" 
dominated the market, 
schools started testing in-
tegrated economics, ethics 
and citizenship with the 
education program "Citizen 
in 31 Hours". If "Economi-
cs in 31 Hours" reaches 20 
000 students every year, 
the program will double its 
number of students.

The Lithuanian Free Market 
Institute is a team of profes-
sionals with a constant visi-
on of freedom. The Institute 
defends freedom no matter 
who leads Lithuania.

Freedom and personal 
responsibility are the 
highest values and ar-
gumentation is the main 
weapon to defend them. 

In addition to monitoring, 
the Institute creates intel-
lectual products that help 
to convince public decisi-
on makers why freedom 
is the fairest and most 

PMI Impact
Rising Tide Foundation

Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation for Freedom
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1. Education Centre
National Economics 
Exam

Even though they make economic 
decisions on a daily basis, many 
people think of economics as a 
purely theoretical subject.  A pro-
per understanding of economic 
phenomena is what allows us to 
make choices at both a personal 
and a state level. To help people to 
recognise this, and to open a new 
chapter in Lithuania’s economic 
education, in 2018 we joined forces 
with leading universities, educatio-
nal establishments and teachers to 
run the first ever National Economics 
Exam in Lithuania.

people participated in the 
exam, of whom:
2,903 were school pupils; 
1,025 students;  
2,701 citizens.

6629

THE TASKS ARE DESIGNED BY 
TEACHERS, SCHOLARS AND 
EXPERTS.

A

1.1. 

83 
The initiative was publicised by 
83 articles and broadcasts in 
the media, as well as adverts 
on TV and news portals.

THE EXAM IS SUPPORTED BY 
THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, 
SCIENCE AND SPORTS.

PUBLIC LECTURES 
12700 school pupils and students were 
reached via public lectures
 

INTERNSHIP AND VOLUNTEERING
32 volunteers and student interns in 
2018.
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
LFMI participated in the Coordinating Com-
mittee on Financial Education, under the 
Ministry of Education, Science and Sports.

"Financial literacy is one of the key compe-
tences of the 21st century that should be 
taught from a very early age. The National 
Economics Exam is an excellent educational 
initiative, both for students and adults."  

Jurgita Petrauskienė
MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE 

"My summer internship at LFMI, their publications, educati-
onal events and initiatives laid the very foundation for my 
understanding of economics. It was intuitive Austrian eco-
nomic thought that aroused my interest in economics and 
encouraged to study the subject. This is why I believe that 
the chance to study at Columbia University in New York is 
partly thanks to the Institute."

Linas Nasvytis
STUDENT AT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY & SCIENCES PO PARIS

 

"The exam provides an opportunity 
not only to demonstrate your unders-
tanding of the fundamental principles 
of economics, but to broaden your 
knowledge as well. The more attention 
we pay to the exam and similar initia-
tives, the more likely we are to witness 
growth and positive changes in politics 
and other aspects of life."

Andrius Minelga
WINNER OF THE NATIONAL ECONOMICS EXAM, 
STUDENT AT KAUNAS UNIVERSITY GYMNASIUM
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"Citizen in 31 Hours", 
an integrated programme 
for interdisciplinary social 
awareness education

COURSES THAT ARE 
CURRENTLY UNDERWAY

1,758 pupils and 35 teachers
have been involved in pilot.

1. EDUCATION CENTRE

Textbook: "Economics in 
31 Hours"

A

1.2. 1.3. 

77%

of 9th-10th grade stu-
dents study from the 
textbook each year.

321 
teachers use our 
online teacher’s ma-
nual.

19 
articles on educatio-
nal issues

"Economics in 31 Hours" 
has been used in 
schools in Slovakia, 
Georgia and Ukraine.

ACROSS THE 
GLOBE

68000 
pupils have studied 
from the textbook     
since 2015

210 
teachers 
trained

Our international team has completed a pilot project in inte-
grated economics, ethics and civics education and develo-
ped 18 interdisciplinary modules and guidelines for teachers.

THE PROGRAM IS TAUGHT BY
 
72 teachers of economics, ethics 
and civics have been trained.

100 out of 245 interested teachers were 
selected to attend the conference on 
integrated social education. Conference 
recordings received 1,500 views online.

9Lithuanian Free Market Institute 20188



Plungė

Skuodas
Mažeikiai

Telšiai

Rietavas

Akmenė

Šiauliai district

Joniškis

Pakruojis
Pasvalys

Biržai

Rokiškis

Anykščiai

Ukmergė

Šalčininkai

Vilnius city

Trakai

Elektrėnai

Kupiškis

Birštonas

Prienai

Alytus district

Alytus city

Vilnius 
district

Ignalina

Zarasai

Visaginas

Utena

Molėtai

Širvintos

Jonava

Kaišiadorys

Švenčionys

Šiauliai city

Palanga

Neringa

Šilutė

Pagėgiai

Tauragė

Jurbarkas

Šakiai

Vilkaviškis

Kalvarija

Marijampolė

Lazdijai
Varėna

Druskininkai

Kelmė Radviliškis

Raseiniai

Panevėžys 
district

Panevėžys 
city

Kėdainiai

Kaunas district

Kazlų
Rūda

Kaunas city

Šilalė

Klaipėda 
district

Kretingos r.

Klaipėda city

From To

 56 60
 52 55
 49 51
 25 48

 61   73

Panevėžys city

Vilnius city64
Šiauliai city54
Kaunas city52

Alytus city41

Klaipėda city67

43

2. INITIATIVES 
Municipal 
Performance 
Index

2.1.

EXHAUSTIVE
Based on 65 indica-
tors, the index provi-
des insights into ways 
to improve service 
delivery to citizens, 
attract investment, 
and foster good and 
effective local gover-
nance.

 
DYNAMIC 
The methodology 
is updated and im-
proved annually, in 
line with feedback 
received from muni-
cipalities, their resi-
dents, businesses and 
investors.

ACKNOWLEDGED
Each edition of the in-
dex has been very well 
received by the media 
and the public. In 2018, 
the index was mentio-
ned in the media and 
quoted by experts, 
journalists, opinion le-
aders, and politicians 
over 150 times. 

IMPACTFUL 
The index is widely used 
by municipal adminis-
trations in designing 
and implementing 
policy reforms, as well 
as reporting to their 
residents.

                                                                             
INTERNATIONAL 
The index has been 
replicated in Kenya and 
Georgia, and versions 
are underway in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina and 
Latvia.

City municipality rankings District municipality rankings

 (100)

1 (67)  Klaipėda

2 (64) Vilnius

3 (54) Šiauliai

4 (52) Kaunas

5 (43) Panevėžys

6 (41) Alytus

(100)

1 (73) Klaipėda

2 (69) Kaunas

3-4 (66) Palanga

3-4 (66) Druskininkai

5 (62) Mažeikiai

6-8 (61) Radviliškis

6-8 (61) Vilnius

9-11 (61) Šilutė

9-11  (60) Tauragė

9-11 (60) Kėdainiai

9-11  (60) Panevėžys

In 2018, we released the eighth edi-
tion of Lithuania’s Municipal Perfor-
mance Index. Our comprehensive 
annual research report on the per-
formance of Lithuanian municipa-
lities is not only an internationally 
recognised ranking, but an effective 
benchmark for policy reforms in 
local governance that allows muni-
cipalities to compare their perfor-
mance and improve their services 
to citizens by adopting best prac-
tices. Likewise, this index serves 
as a means to provide residents, 
communities and local businesses 
with evidence-based data regar-
ding the ongoing  economic and so-
cial reforms in their municipalities, 
thus sparking debate and encoura-
ging well-informed discussions.
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Shadow 
economy
research

2.2.

In 2018, we continued our international research 
into the shadow economy, surveying over 6,000 
people from Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Poland, 
the Czech Republic and Sweden on their en-
gagement in undeclared labour relations and 
participation in the shadow goods market. We 
held a high-level conference in Vilnius to pres-
ent the study, concluding that despite notable 
economic growth over recent years, the shad-
ow economy has remained widespread in Lith-
uania in comparison to other countries.

The survey confirmed that 
the most common unofficial 
goods and services include 
food, clothing, beauty ser-
vices, auto repair services, 
tobacco, alcohol, and fuel. 
These goods and services 
comprise a large share of the 
overall consumption, or are 
subject to high taxes. There-
fore, low purchasing power 
and excessive taxation are 
identified as the main drivers 
of the shadow economy.

Data show that the most 
widespread form of unde-
clared work is working with 
a legal job contract, when 
part of the wage is received 
as an "envelope wage". The 
survey revealed that this is 
due to high labour-related 
costs for business as well as 
unfounded political decisions 
relating to the distribution of 
social benefits and minimum 
wage increases. 

 
"The fight against the sha-
dow economy can be con-
sidered effective not when 
it is completely eradicated, 
but when it is transferred 
from the informal to the 
formal sector by reducing 
the tax and regulatory 
burden on legitimate eco-
nomic activity. It is crucial 
to help people legalize their 
activity."

Ieva Valeškaitė 
POLICY ANALYST, LFMI

2. INITIATIVES

IN 2019, WE WILL DEDICATE 
THREE CONFERENCES TO 
THE ISSUE OF THE SHADOW 
ECONOMY; IN VILNIUS, 
WARSAW AND BRUSSELS.

35 % 
have bought goods from 
illegal sources at least once.

4 in 5 Lithuanians justify 
undeclared purchases and 
"envelope wages".

6 in 10 respondents have pur-
chased goods or services at 
least once, knowing or suspec-
ting that the sales revenues 
would not be officially accoun-
ted for.

Half of respondents would 
consider turning to illegal 
alternatives in the event of 
an economic decline.

25 % 
25% justify undeclared labour.

3 in 10 respondents admit to 
having friends who engaged 
in undeclared labour.

The report attracted              
>100 MEDIA appearances and 
quotations on the shadow 
economy.

70 LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICERS, POLITICIANS 
AND BUSINESSMEN 
ATTENDED OUR 
CONFERENCE IN VILNIUS.

60 SHADOW 
ECONOMY EXPERTS 
ATTENDED OUR PANEL 
AT AN INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE IN 
BULGARIA.

12 13Lithuanian Free Market Institute 2018
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2. INITIATIVES

Employment 
Flexibility Index

In 2018, we launched the 
second edition of the 
Employment Flexibility 
Index, an international 
ranking of the member 
states of the European 
Union and the Organi-
zation for Economic Co-
operation and Develop-
ment.

In 2018, we published an 
international Bureaucracy 
Index. In cooperation with 
Enterprise Lithuania and 
the Kaunas Chamber of 
Commerce, Industry and 
Crafts, we measured the 
bureaucratic burden on a re-
latively small metal proces-
sing company in Lithuania.

Our recommendations on 
the reduction of the excessi-
ve burden of reporting forms 
were taken up by the Better 
Regulation Commission. The 
Ministry of Social Security 
and Labour is also planning 
to simplify all mandatory 
requirements on occupa-
tional health and safety 
training.

2.3.
Bureaucracy 
Index

2.4.

469 hours

Ukraine

Labour relations and 
related taxes

Business administration 
and compliance

Legal changes and 
statistics

139

323

7

233 hours

Czech Republic

89

117

27

222 hours

Slovakia

83

102

37

TIME SPENT BY AN 
AVERAGE COMPANY 
ON BUREAUCRATIC 
OBLIGATIONS

"By no means can Lithuania 
be considered the worst Eu-
ropean country for business; 
however, being considered 
average is simply not good 
enough for a country that 
aspires to have the most 
competitive economy in the 
region. This being the case, 
the government must put 
more thought into the effici-
ency and effectiveness of its 
policies."

Gintarė Deržanauskienė
POLICY ANALYST, LFMI

We have advocated for 
a lesser bureaucratic 
burden 90 TIMES

15TH The 2017 Labor Code 
reform lifted Lithuania from the 
27th to 15th place.

VISIBLE Over 40 media 
placements in Lithuania and 
beyond.

RELEVANT Numerous quotes 
by opinion leaders and po-
licy makers in Lithuania and 
beyond.

OBJECTIVE Based on the 
World Bank’s data on labour 
regulation.

INFORMATIVE Evaluates 
41 EU and OECD member 
states against more than 
30 indicators

INTERNATIONAL Designed 
and published in coopera-
tion with think tanks in Po-
land, Bulgaria, Slovakia, the 
Czech Republic and Estonia. 
Used by 14 think tanks from 
across Europe.

252 hours

Labour relations and 
related taxes

Business administration 
and compliance

Legal changes and 
statistics

51

157

44

Lithuania

14 15Lithuanian Free Market Institute 2018



Respect for 
Taxpayers Day

Tax Freedom 
Day

The Charter of Taxpayers’ Rights

On 11 May 2018, Lithuania commemorated 
its first Respect for Taxpayers Day. The day 
was adopted as an official commemoration 
in Lithuania as a result of our petition to the 
government and parliament. To celebrate the 
occasion, on 11 May we launched the Charter 
of Taxpayer’s Rights, seizing the opportunity 
to highlight the fact that taxpayers not only 
have duties to fulfil – -but also rights to enjoy.

On 23 May 2018, we commemorated the symbolic Tax 
Freedom Day, marking the day in the year when an 
average taxpayer begins to work for him- or herself 
and family, rather than to earn money to pay their 
dues to the government. 

2. INITIATIVES

2.5. 2.6.

LFMI generated 
MORE THAN 
40 MEDIA 
appearances 
on taxpayers’ 
rights

"Tax Freedom Day is an important date, as it 
reveals how much we actually need to work just 
to pay all our taxes. This symbolic day is a way to 
express gratitude to taxpayers, draw the autho-
rities‘ attention to their growing expenditure, and 
to encourage them to use taxpayers‘ money in a 
more responsible way."

Ieva Valeškaitė 
POLICY EXPERT, LFM

"Taxpayers’ rights are 
scattered across multiple 
laws, which makes it diffi-
cult for taxpayers to find 
them. I am very pleased 
with the initiative to provide 
citizens with a clear defini-
tion of each of these rights, 
their significance, and legal 
sources."

Tomas  Davidonis
PARTNER, DELOITTE LEGAL

In Lithuania, it is more 
common for people to spe-
ak of taxpayers’ obligations 
rather than their rights. It 
seems that tax authori-
ties barely miss a chance 
to threaten citizens with 
penalties, but they are not 
as diligent when it comes 
to guaranteeing taxpayers’ 
rights."

Edita Maslauskaitė
VICE-PRESIDENT, LFMI

> 20 YEARS In Lithuania, Tax 
Freedom Day has been 
observed since 1998.

M
AY

1998
19

99
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2002
2003
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2005
2006
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2010 2011
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30

23 23
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20

15

8

14

18

23 23
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Government 
Watch

Policy experts monitor the 
political agenda and policy 
developments in the areas of 
tax policy, competition, labour 
regulation, social security and 
health care policy, energy 
policy, property rights, etc.

Experts identify the most 
important legislative 
initiatives, conduct 
in-depth analysis and 
provide extensive 
reviews and policy 
recommendations to 
decision-makers.

550 legal acts analysed.

68 position papers 
produced.

>3,000 media 
appearances. 

40 episodes of radio show 
"Ekonomika šiandien".

>22,000 social media 
followers. 

100 meetings and 
discussions with experts, 
opinion leaders, and 
policy- and decision-
makers.

030201 04
>100 public responses to 
draft legislation. 

73 submissions to policy-
makers.

Multiple meetings and 
discussions with policy-
makers and other 
stakeholders. 
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Reducing tax burden3.1. 

Stood against 
the adoption of 
the universal 
immovable 
property tax and 
car taxes.

Supported the 
introduction 
of a cap on 
social security 
contributions.

Exposed a plan 
to impose taxes 
on fire boilers 
under the guise 
of environmental 
protection.

22 
position papers 
and analyses on 
taxation

Contributed to the 
consolidation of 
the tax base for 
social security 
contributions.

IN 2018, WE:

3. GOVERNMENT WATCH

Prevented the 
removal of 
individual business 
licences.

Contributed to a 
gradual reduction 
in social security 
contributions.

OUR CORE TARGETS:

Lower 
taxation

Sustainability of the 
tax system

Well-informed 
decisions

The reduction of a "tempo-
rarily" increased VAT rate.

Zero tax rate on reinvested 
profits.

A comprehensive review of 
the 2018 tax reform and pro-
gressive personal income tax.

The stability of the tax system; 
tax laws should enter into for-
ce no sooner than six months 
after adoption.

A general consensus that 
tax increases will not curb 
inequality

> 1,350 
media 
appearances

€
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cies to engage in the retail 
trade in pharmaceuticals.

-Revealed the scope of 
the commercial activities 
of municipal enterprises, 
and uncovered cases of 
cross-subsidisation in state 
enterprises.

 

>600 MEDIA APPEARANCES 
ON THE ISSUE

A POLICY CONFERENCE IN 
COOPERATION WITH THE 
COMPETITION COUNCIL

Fostering 
competition

3. GOVERNMENT WATCH

3.2. 

15 POSITION NOTES AND 
3 POLICY PAPERS ON THE 
ISSUE
-Stood against the ill-fo-
unded decision regarding 
the expansion of municipal 
and state businesses into 
competitive sectors.

Promoting flexible 
labour relations

CORE TARGETS:

3.3.

In 2018, we conducted three international studies on the 
regulation of employment of third-country nationals; 
on the regulation of fixed-term employment contracts; 
and on minimum wage regulation, providing concrete 
policy proposals for facilitate employment processes and 
increase labour flexibility.

10 POLICY NOTES AND 
SUBMISSIONS TO LEGISLATIVE 
BODIES.

50 MEDIA APPEARANCES 
PRESENTATIONS TO THE 
TRIPARTITE COUNCIL, THE 
MINISTRY OF SOCIAL SECURITY 
AND LABOUR, AND OTHER 
STAKEHOLDERS.

- Longer duration of 
fixed-term employment 
contracts.

- No quotas on fixed-term 
employment contracts.

- De-politicised minimum 
wage regulation.

- Faster employment of 
non-EU nationals.

- Lower qualification 
requirements for non-
EU nationals.

Stood in defence of legal 
provisions restricting the 
expansion and esta-
blishment of municipal 
enterprises. Municipalities 
must prove that private 
market players are unable 
to offer the required goods 
and services prior to the 
establishment of their own 
businesses.

Achieved the adoption of a 
legal amendment whereby 
municipal enterprises are 
required to make their 
articles of incorporation 
publicly available.

Defended consumer and 
taxpayer interests by pro-
viding rigorous arguments 
against ill-founded policies, 
including proposals to 
restrict working time in the 
retail trade, to introduce 
a voucher system, and to 
implement various "price 
reduction" measures. -Criticised municipalities 

for maintaining adverti-
sing companies, beauty 
salons and other compa-
nies offering unnecessary 
services, in competition 
with private players.

-Advocated against the 
government‘s aspiration 
to allow hospital pharma-

IN 2018, WE:
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Supporting targeted 
social policies

3.4. 3.5.

SUPPORTING SOCIAL BENE-
FITS FOR THOSE IN NEED
We put forward arguments 
against ill-founded, expen-
sive and inefficient social 
welfare policies, including 
universal child benefits, vo-
uchers, support for housing 
in regional cities and other 
benefits that are provided 
without conducting a me-
ans test. Such policies do 
not address social issues, 
and do not necessarily 
reach the people who need 
them most.

 

Patient-oriented 
health care

DEFENDING THE RIGHT TO 
CHOOSE MEDICAL TREATMENT 
AND HEALTH CARE INSTITUTI-
ON
We stood against the proposal 
to introduce the "first prescrip-
tion" policy, whereby phar-
macies are required to offer 
and sell only the cheapest 
pharmaceuticals, emphasising 
the aim to completely deprive 
patients of choice over their 
treatment, as well as entitle-
ment to compensation for 
personalised medicines.

We fought against the pro-
posal to punish pharmacies 
for not selling the cheapest 
medicines.

3. GOVERNMENT WATCH

ADVOCATING HEALTHY 
COMPETITION IN THE HEALTH 
SECTOR
Eleven organisations signed 

ADVOCATING FOR A REVIEW 
OF THE STATE SOCIAL INSU-
RANCE SYSTEM
We shed light on the issues 
that plague maternity, 
sickness and unemploy-
ment insurance, advocated 
for a review of the current 
system. We pointed out 
the negative consequen-
ces of generous long-term 
unemployment benefits 
and other social welfare 
payments that provide di-
sincentives to reintegration 
in the labour market.

PROMOTING PERSONAL 
PENSION SCHEMES
In light of yet another minor 
pension reform, we em-
phasised the importance of 
personal pensions and the 
need for sound policies that 
promote personal pension 
schemes in Lithuania, as 
well as create incentives for 
people to choose them.

We stood in defence of fair 
competition and successfully 
advocated against a discri-
minatory proposal, whereby 
state and municipal health 
care establishments would 
have priority in providing 
inpatient care services finan-
ced by the National Health 
Insurance Fund.

We advocated against a 
proposal to allow hospital 
pharmacies to engage in the 
retail trade in pharmaceuti-
cals, emphasising a potential 
threat to fair market compe-
tition and the efficient and 
targeted use of public finan-
ces allocated for the provisi-
on of health care services.

our petition to the Presi-
dent, the parliament, and 
the government on the 
obligation to support the 
private economic initiative, 
especially in the health 
sector.

Such policies do not 
address social issues, 
and do not necessarily 
reach the people who 
need them most
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Proactive policy 
solutions

4. Diverse stakeholders - 
different products

THE ACTIVITIES 
OF MUNICIPAL 
ENTERPRISES

THE GROWTH 
OF MUNICIPAL 
ADMINISTRATIONS

MATERNITY 
INSURANCE:
BETWEEN INSURANCE 
AND BENEFITS

CURING 
THE ILLNESS 
OF HEALTH 
INSURANCE

PENSION REFORM 
IN LITHUANIA:
ONE STEP FORWARD, 
TWO STEPS BACK-
WARDS

SCHOOL 
INFRASTRUCTURE: 
SPACIOUS YET EMPTY

MINIMUM WAGE –
IT’S COMPLICATED

LABOUR 
MIGRATION AND 
THE FLEXIBILITY 
OF EMPLOYING 
THIRD-COUNTRY 
NATIONALS

CROSS-SUBSIDISING IN 
STATE OWNED ENTER-
PRISES

CORPORATE TAX 
REGIMES IN THE 
BALTIC STATES

SHADOW 
ECONOMY: 
UNDERSTANDING 
DRIVERS, REDUCING 
INCENTIVES

GROWING 
UNEMPLOYMENT 
RATES, RUNNING 
OUT BENEFITS
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244
154
147
133
105
104
96
96
96
93
89
83

Delfi.lt 

15min.lt 

Lrytas.lt 

Alfa.lt 

Lrt.lt

lzinios .lt 

Tv3.lt 

Diena.lt 

Kauno.diena.lt 

Etaplius.lt 

Kl.lt 

Verslozinios.lt 

Broad, targeted 
and effective 
communication

5.

people reached on 
social media

20,000

200 
discussions on 
the radio

220 
TV appearances

3000
 media appearances

Approximately 

40 
radio talk shows on 
"Žinių radijas"Top appearances
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among the best think 
tanks in CEE, according 
to the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Global 
Go To Think Tank Index

International 
partnerships

6.

OVER 10,000 EU OPINION 
LEADERS AND POLICY 
MAKERS REACHED, THANKS 
TO INTERNATIONAL 
PARTNERS AND NETWORKS.

 Think Tank Essentials training in Brussels

 Nanny State Index launch event in Brussels

 Freedom Dinner in New York

 Europe Liberty Forum in Copenhagen

FIVE JOINT SUBMISSIONS 
WITH PARTNER THINK 
TANKS TO THE EUROPEAN 
COMMISSION ON TAX, 
SOCIAL SECURITY AND 
BUSINESS REGULATION 
ISSUES.

partners across 
Europe and 
beyond

> 30

 Liberty Forum in New York

14th 

8 INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS 
IMPLEMENTED WITH THINK 
TANKS FROM OVER 10 
COUNTRIES.

The tax calculator Know Your Taxes is 
underway in Egypt; the textbook Eco-
nomics in 31 Hours is in use in schools 
in Slovakia, Georgia and Ukraine; and 
the Municipal Performance Index is 
being implemented in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and Latvia.

9 INTERNATIONAL 
RESEARCH STUDIES.

10 PRESENTATIONS AT 
INTERNATIONAL EVENTS 
ABROAD.

 Europe Think Tank Summit in Berlin

AROUND THE GLOBE

30 31Lithuanian Free Market Institute 2018



Lithuanian Free Market Institute
Juozapavičiaus str. 6, LT-09310 Vilnius
email llri@llri.lt
phone +370 5 250 0280
www.en.llri.lt
facebook.com/laisvosios.rinkos.institutas

ISSN 2351-5457

You may support our work by making a donation to:
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